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From the Commander
Cdr David Walsh, AP

-I-\/vo boats from the Charleston Power Squadron
made the trip from Charleston to Jacksonville,
FL for theAnnual Meeting of the United States
Power Squadrons. Art and Merle Clark went in their
cruiser “Sunday Drive.” Wendy and | madethetripin
our boat “Reely Fun.” Our trip went well with both
boats operating at their peak and good weather, for the
most part. Infact, we madethe entiretrip on schedule,
leaving Charleston on 20 February and returning on
28 February. Also attending the USPS Annual Meeting
(but going by car) were the Squadron’s Educational
Officer Chet Rogers, Staff Commander Harl Porter and
Betsy Porter, Past Commander Ed Kridler and Cindy
Kridler and Past District Commander Robert Gissell
and Nancy Gissell. Hereisabrief report on the 2007
Annua Mesting.

The USPS Annual Meeting had afull agendain-
cluding the Governing Board, and special meetingson
education, membership and a variety of other topics.
Members from Charleston attended many meetings,
placed an entry into the national teaching aid competi-
tion and participated in the Governing Board and the
Annual BusinessMeeting.

Chief Commander Ernest Marshburn opened the
Annual Mesting and reported on the state of the USPS.
He said that many changes were made at the National
Headquartersin the past year. Most significantly were
cost savings and staff reduction that resulted inthefirst
balanced budget in many years. Membership stabilized
last year with the organization’s “head count” almost
the same asthe previousyear. Commander Marshburn
said that USPS is struggling to maintain membership
and that many more changes are needed to assure the
long term health of the organi zation.

Organizationally, USPSisabout to be modernized.
TheNational Planning Committee recommended that
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the USPS overhaul the way it conducts business. This
initiative would empower the National Bridge to act
decisively and in atimely manner on behalf of the or-
ganization. The complex system of voting at national
meetingsthat requiresdifferent colored cardsfor each
member group will be simplified. The Governing Board
will be expanded to better represent districts, squad-
rons, and individual members. An Operating Commit-
tee composed of the national officers will be given
greater flexibility in implementing the various direc-
tives of the Governing Board. More details on these
changes will be published in upcoming issues of the
Ensign.

A major change affecting local squadronswasthe
Governing Board' sdecision to waivethe boating safety
examination requirement for membership eligibility in
USPSfor the next three years. Up until now, prospec-
tive members were required to pass a USPS or other
proctored boating safety exam or have a captain’s li-
cense before being eligible for USPS membership.
Now, boaters can join the squadron without passing an
examination. Subsequent to thisdecision, the Charles-
ton Power Squadron’s Executive Committee voted to
follow National USPS sdecision and waived our testing
requirement for membership. Thereasonfor thischange
was to make it easier to recruit new members to the
power squadron.

-Dave




Educational Officer
Lt/C Chet Rogers, P

fter attendingthe USPSAnnua Meetingin Feb-
ruary and the District 26 Spring Conferencein

March, | have the distinct impression that our
sguadron isone of the most effectivein making use of
Boat Smart, both asateaching devicefor new boaters
and as a recruitment device for bringing new mem-
bers to the Power Squadron. For those of you unfa-
miliar with our program, we offer Boat Smart every
Tuesday evening. It takesfour weeksto completethe
course, but studentsmay start on any Tuesday evening,
and after completing four consecutive classes, they are
ready to take the exam. If they missaclass, they can
wait until the next time that class comes up and then
takethe exam. While most squadronsare offering Boat
Smart two or three times and year, we are, in effect,
offering it twelvetimes ayear.

We should thank Steve Kromer and David Walsh
who teach the course. They haveinvested agreat deal
of effort into structuring it so that any student can com-
plete Boat Smart in four weeksfrom thetimethat they
first show up at Headquarters on a Tuesday evening.
We should also thank Janice Kromer and Wendy Walsh
who also attend the class sessions, take care of the
paper work, and, most importantly, recruit Boat Smart
students for membership in the Squadron. It hasbeen
a very successful effort, and is a major reason why
our squadron is growing at atime when most squad-
rons are decreasing in membership.

Chesten B. (Chet) Rogere
Education Officer

Administrative Officer
Lt/C Dick Howdlls, P

ith several events under our belts The

Charleston Power Squadron is ready to

swinginto summer inabigway. Our Cruse
tothe Cooper River Marinafor theannual Vessel Safety
Check was alot of fun and we had plenty of food and
lots of vessel examinersin their new red shirts. Being
avessel examiner is a great way to perform a public
servicefor the boating community. If anyoneisinter-
ested in becoming one, contact Harl Porter. If anyone
needs to have their vessel checked, also call Harl.

Our meeting at Gilligan’sin Mt Pleasant wasagreat
success. We reserved their biggest banquet room and
therewasn’t an empty seat. Our speaker from the Coast
Guard did an excellent job and we are grateful to Com-
mander Casey White for her presentation. The Com-
mander isthe Deputy Sector Commander for the Coast
Guard and an excellent and dynamic speaker. Charles-
ton portsare certainly benefiting from the coordinated
security efforts being tested here.

The Tail Race cruse is coming and there is an ar-
ticle elsewhere describing the trip. Our Cruise Cap-
tain for thisis BJ Smith. He is so dedicated that he
talked four of usinto making thetrip March 8" to check

everything.

The trial cruise was a great success but we are
trying to identify the mystery passenger in the stern.
My guessisheis publicity shy (or cold). BJissmil-
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ing because he has his 2007 Safety Check sticker
proudly displayed on hiswindshield.

Asyou may know, the National Power Squadron
has changed their dues schedule to simplify things.
Wendy Walsh has been able to simplify that simplifi-
cation so that even | can understand it and her article
appears elsewhere.

Upcoming events are as follows. The April 12
meeting is “Cooking On TheHigh Seas’ and asof this
timewe have @ 8 places available if anyoneisinter-
ested. Remember thisisby prepaid reservationsonly
so call or emaill me ASAP.

The May 10" meeting will be at Headquartersand
will feature Reg Brown from the South CarolinaMari-
time Heritage Foundation. Hewill be speaking onthe
research and building of the“ The Spirit of Carolina’.
There is adight chance that we could meet onboard
the schooner but that is dependent upon a protective
canopy over thedeck and at thistimethat isuncertain.

Enough for now...l hope to see you on adock or
out on the water soon.

-Dick

Marina Diving Services
KEVIN KERNS

US NAVY Diver, Retired
843-478-3633

Performance Hull Cleaning and Maintenance
Prop and Zinc Changes
In Water Repair
Salvage and Recovery
LICENSED and INSURED
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INTHE WATER BOAT SHOW
MARITIME FESTIVAL
AND TALL SHIPS

e will have two boat shows coming up in
Whe next few months. Theln TheWater Boat
Show will be at Ripley's Light Marina
begining Thursday, April 26 and will runthrough Sun-
day, April 29. The Sguadron will have a booth and
wewill need volunteersto man the booth. Sincethis

event will be soon, we will need you to check your
calendarsbe prepared to sign up at the next CPS meet-

ing.

Although we have been obtaining volunteers to
work during the Tall Shipsvisit at the Maritime Fes-
tival, we will also have a booth at this event. We
will need volunteersto man thisbooth. TheMaritime
Festival will Start on Thursday, May 17 and will run
through Sunday, May 20. Thosewho are not planning
on working on the various Tall Ships events, wewill
need you at our booth.

Please consider both events and remember to sign
up for the In The Water Boat Show at our next meet-

ing.
Yim Eacley

BOATSMART SCHEDULE

For Updated Information See
http://www.usps.or g/localusps/cps/

Date Subject Instructor
13-Mar-2007 Rules Of The Road Steve Kromer
20-Mar-2007 Getting Started David Walsh
27-Mar-2007 Reading Charts Steve Kromer
03-Apr-2007 What's Required David Walsh
10-Apr-2007 Rules Of The Road Steve Kromer
17-Apr-2007 Getting Started David Walsh
24-Apr-2007 Reading Charts Steve Kromer
01-May-2007 What's Required David Walsh
08-May-2007 Rules Of The Road Steve Kromer
15-May-2007 Getting Started David Walsh
22-May-2007 Reading Charts Steve Kromer
29-May-2007 What's Required David Walsh



HF Radar System Measures Ocean Waves
and Surface Current

ree Charleston Power Squadron members att-
I ended the South Carolina Sea Grant Extension
Program HF Radar Outreach Workshop on
Monday 5 March. Cdr David Walsh, Wendy Walsh
and Harl Porter droveto Fripp Island (near Port Royal)
then boarded asmall boat for Pritchards | sland which
isowned by the University of South Carolina. Boat
trip was approximately five minutesfollowed by half
milewalk on the beach to their facility.

The 23 invited guests were briefed by the Project
Manager, Dr. Rich Styles, and two others on their HF
Radar wave measuring program. We werefirst given
briefings on both HF Backscatter Radar principlesand
its application to measuring wave speed and direc-
tion. Then all were given atour of the antennaarrays
on the beach followed by looking at the transmitter, 12
receiversand dataprocessing equi pment back at their
facility. The workshop concluded with a*show and
tell” of the wave datathey had collected.

Technical characteristics of the $180K HF Back-
scatter Radar systems are:  Frequency -8.35 MHz,
Power - 30 watts, frequency modul ation with 0.43 sec-
ond chip into four transmit antennas. The 12 receive
antennas are arranged as alinear array (in line) along
the beach and the system calculates the direction of
the received signal from the phase angle at each an-
tenna. Coverageareaisupto 120 nminal20 degree
fan.

Thesystemiscomposed of aminimum of two Sites.
Currently thereisonly one other sitein the Carolinas
and Georgia. It islocated south of Savannah on St.
Catherine'slsdand. They would liketo obtain funding
and install athird system near Folly Beach. Each site
operates on the same frequency and the transmitters
alternate every 15 minutes. Systemisnear real time;
latency isapproximately one hour (timeto processthe
data from both sites and make it available on their
web site).

For more info on this program visit their web site
at http://sampit.geol.sc.edu then click on “HF Radar”.
They hopeto start posting near real time resultsfrom
their HF Backscatter Radar systeminApril. Hereisa
plot of surface current (waves) on 13 Nov 06 (looks
better in color, visit the Palmetto Log on our web site).

~“Harl Porter

Surface Currents: Nov 13, 2008

Plot of surface current (waves) measured using HF Radar

A - :-!: —_;%_; ﬁ?—‘- = __‘.?_',_-__T‘,’;‘,
Squadron members David Walsh and Harl Porter at the

Prichards Island Sea Grant HF Radar Installation. Shown is
part of the cable system that sends data from the radar

antenna field to research station.
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April Cruiseand lunch at Gilligan’s

me one, come all, for agreat journey up the
GJAooper River so close to the mouth of Lake
oultrie. This great odyssey will occur on
April 21%. You can either drive, launch your boat at
various boat ramps, or you can boat up the Cooper
River to meet everyonefor lunch at Gilligan’srestau-
rant. Gilligans's has first-come first-serve docking
space but no shore power or fuel.

It’sabout fifty milesup theriver from Charleston
and should take about 2.5-hrs, from our Bushy Park
starting point, sowewill need to leave early. For those
of you who plan to join the flotilla, we are going to
rendezvous at Bushy Park Boat Landing (Channel
Marker 90) at 0900 hours for the 2.5-hour ride at 10
knots. We welcome al to join us especially those
with boats that need to have the Strawberry Landing
(6.5 ft closed vertical clearance) railroad bridge
opened. | have spoken with the bridge operator who
tells me we need to call the day before to make ar-
rangements. | will coordinate the bridge opening for
our flotilla. The bridges are operated from 7AM to
3:30PM daily.

Lunch at Gilligan's promisesto be agreat dining
experience. Gillgan’shasworked hard to build arepu-
tation asafinefamily restaurant by serving the fresh-
est seafood and other ingredients in a very friendly,
casua atmosphere. Our entrée choices are: Fried
Combo (Shrimp & Flounder); Grilled Chicken; Grilled
Shrimp; and Low country Stir Fry (Shrimp, sausage,
cabbage, w/ Cgjun). Our sideisRed Rice and Salads
will be provided for all entrees. Cost is 6.50 per
person.

To round out the day, we must be underway not
later than 1415 to ensure we get back to the Straw-
berry Bridge by 1500 before the operator leaves for
theday. So, bringthefamily for awonderful fun packed
Charleston Power Squadron day!!

Please note, | need a fairly accurate “head/boat”
count to plan the day and make arrangementsfor your
boating needs. Call me at 843-767-1491 or 843-514-
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9638 soonest. Let meknow if you planto drive, trailer
your boat, boat up the river independently, or join our
flotilla. Leave amessage if | am not available or you
can send mean e-mail at smithbj@sc.rr.com.

Driving directionsto Gilligan's:

M. DEsIARCH
12 Sqaet out goeng RORTHEAST on CRANGE GROVE RD towand ROYAL PALM BLVD. 0.5 miles
3: Turn SLIGHT LEFT anto 5AM RITTENBERG 8LVD / SC-7. Cortinue bo follow 5C-7, 1.8 mules

& Marge orto 1-26 W toward COLLIMITEA, 7.5 milep

kB EES

L]

(T S Menge ont US.32 W via EXIT 2094 toward MONCKS DORNER [ KINGSTREE. 20.4 miles K

6: Turn RIGHT onto DOCK RO, <01 miles

]

EEE] i Take the ASHLEY PHOSHATE ADAD sxt- EXIT 205- towand U5-53, 08 il
G
(52

¥ End at 587 Dock Rd
Mancks

E

cks Commer. 5C 29461-314%, U8
Totsl Est Timss: 43 miretes Total Est. Distascs: 31.18 miles




Cruise To Beaufort

me things to do to get ready for the June2-4

ruiseto Beaufort. Therewill beaBBQ buffet

d Jazz Friday night. Saturday will be lunch

at the Beaufort Waterfront Park, district meetingsand

alow country boil dinner at the Best Western. Sunday
morning will bethe Commanders breakfast.

1. If you have a dlip reservation at Port Royal Land-
ing (843-525-6664), please get on the witing list for
the Downtown Marina 843-524-4422). Apparently
there have been anumber of cabcellations recently.

2. If you haven't made a dlip reservation, either get
oneat Port Royal and then get on the Downtown Ma-
rinawaiting list or just get on the Downtown waiting
list directly (Harl) asyou prefer.

3. If your going to stay at a motel (either from your
boat or driving down), please get your reservations
made at the Best Western Sea Island Inn 843-552-
2090). District has reserved 45 rooms which is es-
sentialy the whole motel. It's right in the downtown
district.

¥t

BARGAIN MART
USED BOATING SUPPLIES
4662 Rivers Ave. N. Charleston, SC 29405
Phone 843-747-4144

INSIDE THE USED FURNITURE STORE
HARDWARE - PLUMBING - BRASS
ROPE - RODS- REELS- GASTANKS
MOTORS-OUTDRIVES-SAILS
ANCHORS-ELECTRIC
HARD TO FIND BOAT PARTS

CONSIGN OR SELL USYOURUSED PARTS

New Dues Rates Beginning June 1, 2007

Dues Structure. The change only affects the portion

of your dues paid to National. Active and Additional
Active Members will not notice much of an increase. Those
members with a Family Member will see an increase of $8.40.
Both National and District stressed that we value Family Mem-
bers. National will send a letter to these members and in-
clude a coupon for $10.00 good at the National Ship's Sore
or $10.00 off on educational materials.

N ational USPS has announced a change in the National

National will mail dues notices by the end of April, and
dues are due by June 1, 2007. Those members who joined af-
ter June 1, 2006 will not receive dues notices until their anni-
versary month.

The change is only for dues, there will be no changes in
Status- that is, we will still haveActive, Additional Active, and
Family Members.

Neither District 26 nor our Squadron charges dues for
Family Members.

District 26 portion of dues remains the same - $7.50 for
each Active and each Additional Active. They do not charge
for Family Members.

Charleston Power Squadron dues portion remainsthe same
- $34.00for each Active and each Additional Active. Our Squad-
ron also does not charge for Family Members.

Dues for Renewing M embers Effective June 1, 2007
Total dues (including National, District 26 and Charleston)

Active Member - (Single Member) will be $75.10
Active Member plus Additional Active will be $133.40
Active Member plus Family Member(s) will be $91.90

Dues for New Members Effective June 1. 2007

National has increased the one-time Entrance Fee to $25.00,
whether or not it is a single member or single member with
Additional or Family Members. To obtain new member dues,
add $25.00 to each category above.

New Active Member - (Single Member) will be $100.10
New Active Member plus Additional Active will be $158.40
New Active Member plus Family Member(s) will be $116.90

Wendy Walsh, CH/Membership Committee
Charleston Power Squadron
843-556-3258

Wals6563@bell south.net
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Date Cruise Time Dining CruiseCaptain Coord

21-Apr Tail Race Park/Museum Gilligan's BJSmith BJ
12-May Morrislsland 1200 PotLuck Stevelreland Gary
1-3June Beaufort-District Conference TBD Art Clark Wendy
21-Jul Charleston Aquarium 1200 Acquarium  TBD Gay
11-Aug Sandy Point Raft Up 1200 Pot Luck TBD Wendy
15-Sep Georgetown Landing Marina TBD Gary Whitley Gary
27-Oct Toad Hall Oyster Roast Dick Howells Dick
16-18 Nov  Bohicket Marina, Johnsls TBD Janice Kromer BJ
CCMembers E-mail Home Cell

BJSmith smithbj@sc.rr.com 843-767-1491 843-514-9638

Wendy Walsh  wal s6563@bell south.net 843-556-3258 843-813-6324

Gary Whitley wgary44@aol.com 843-557-0844 843-469-4782

FRED WICHMANN REALTORS
Rental Properties
Apartment, Homes and Offices

Appraisal — Property — Rental Management
We help people buy and sell property

843-556-2100
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Cape Romain Cruise

nother inimitable lighthouse safari completed,
Awith hardly any “adventures’ to write home

about. Oh, darn! Well, there was one cantan-
kerous port engine and several boots had a close en-
counter with abit of pluff mud at the landing, but that
was about it. When Distant Isle balked, Carol and
Ross Burgess stepped right up with Ham and L etters
IV tolead the caravan, followed by Off Site, Reel Busy,
and Daisy Belle.

Inall, 23 members and guests made the trip to the
Cape, birthplace of Fearless Fred somefew yearsback.
We were carried back in time as Fred drew vivid pic-
turesof hisfather’smany yearsthere as K eeper of the
Light. After an uneventful trip back to Leland Marine,
Jm Hackett and Steve Ireland put their Engine Main-
tenance skills to work on the obstreperous port en-
gine, and with alittle help from Ross, soon had it purr-
ing once again. Dinner at the Crab Pot capped off a
great day on the water.
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Clean Up Day at Headquarters

f you visit the Squadron Headquartersyou will no-

ticehow niceit looks. That’s because the Housing

Committee and squadron volunteershad avery suc-
cessful clean up day on Saturday 3 March 2007. Spe-
cial thanks goes to volunteers Betsy Porter, Chuck
Altschul, Ted Fetner, Eugene Corbett, Steve Rustin,
Ray Harp, Terry and Shirley Melloy, Tom and
Nathaniel Hardy, Mike Page, Dick Howells, B.J. Smith
and Gary Whitley who did thework.

Theteam did and outstanding job trimming bushes,
clearing debris and washing the building giving it a
freshly painted look. Terry and Shirley Melloy and BJ
Smith replaced the front entry columns. Shirley fig-
ured out how to put them together and BJand Terry cut
and placed the columns. This time, the columns are
made of aluminum so we won't have to replace them
again. Here are some pictures of the work crew in
action.

Gary Whitley, Clainman
Squadron Housing Committee

Chuck Altschul washing the building.

S T = e e o

Ted Fetner working on the leaves.

- .
BJ Smith, Terry Melloy and Gary Whitley setting one of the
new entry columns.
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New Member Richard Behling

sarecent graduate of our Boat Smart course,
ARi chard Behling joined the Charleston Power

Squadron to take advantage of our education
courses. Richard and his wife, Marie, would like to
joininour social meetingshbut residingupin St. George
makes it difficult to get to Charleston for evening
events. It doessound like Richard getsaround, though.
He has daughtersin West Ashley and Hanahan and he
visits frequently. Georgeis areal estate broker, and
his company al so manages about 20 local home owner
associations. He uses his 17’ center console and 17’
john boat to fish the waters off Folley Beach and the
West Ashley river. However, the Behling’'sown afarm
in McClelanville, and when Richard needs a break
from clearing hisland and building alog cabin, he'll
probably stay closer to the McClelanvillearea. Rich-
ard would like to retire as soon as he can so he can
devote moretimeto hismany hobbies.

-P/ € Yanice Ruomer

FRATERNAL
BOATING CLUB

In Memory of Herb Wendling, SN

ebruary of her husband Herbert, of afatal heart
attack.. Herb and Faith are Associate Members
of Charleston Power Squadron and members of the
Buffalo Sail and Power Squadron. Herb was a Life
member of USPS, an avid sailor and a supporter of
the Girl Scout Mariner Program in Erie county N.Y.
Hewas afriendly, affable man of considerable engi-
neering and industrial accomplishments, of which he
modestly did not comment. Our degpest sympathy goes
to Faith Wendling for the loss of her husband.

Pith Wendling sadly reports the passing on 27

Ren Beeber
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THISISYOUR PUBLICATION BJ Smith
MEET THE DEADLINE for May CruisingActivities

15April 2007 Phone: 843-767-1491

Upcoming Events For April and May

12 April - Member Meeting Downtown - 1830
21 April - Tail Race Park Cruise
26-29 April - In Water Boat Show - Ripley’sLight Marina
10 May - Member Meeting Headquarters - 1830
12 May - Cruiseto Morrisisland
17-20 May - Tall Ships and Maritime Festival

SAFE BOATING THROUGH EDUCATION



